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Wes Dudgeon of Lincoinview (left) watches the ball slip away in a
rebound battle with Old Fort’s Lucas Cantu.
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TOLEDO — The celebration
broke out with seven seconds
left on the clock.

Lincolnview led Old Fort 80-
69 in the finals of the Division
IV boys basketball regional at
the University of Toledo Friday
night.

Now, the Lancers knew for
sure they'd be playing in the
state tournmment next Friday
against Dalton (25-1). Theyd
written that trip down as one of
their feam goals before the sea-
son began and kept it in mind
all year,

Through 25 straight victories,
through being ranked No. 1 in
the state, this had always besn
sametlung theyd talked and
dreamed about,

As the last seven smonds
ticked down on their 80-69 win,
they saw theyd gotten what
they came to Savage Hall for.

MNow, it was time to celebrate.

“This is great, it's something
you dream about from the time
you're a little kid,” said Lincoln-
view forward Wes Dudgeon.

Lineolnview point guard
Brandon Pardon said, “Its the
best feeling Tve ever had. You
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dream about this all your Life
and when you get here, it's awe-
some.”

The Lancers lifted coach Dave
Evans to their shoulders in the
post-game festivities like a
bunch of veterans at this sort of
thing.

Barlier, though, it was Dud-
geon, a 6-6 junior and Chad Pol-
lock, a 6-5 junior, who did much
of the heavy lifting in the Lanec-
ers’ win,

Dudgeon scored 24 points and
pulled down 13 rebounds. Pol-
lock had 21 points and 16 re
bounds.

Pardon scored 16 points and
Shavwn Thatcher had 11 points,

It tumed into an inside vs.
outside matchup between Lin-
colnview's big plavers and Old
Fort’s 3-point shooters,

“We knew their perimeler
game was better than their in-
side game,” Pardon said.

Old Fort (20-5) kept the pres-
sure on the Lancers until the
final minutes,

Eric Hoover, who had 26
points and six 3-pointers, com-
bined with Jell Miller (25
pomm) o keep the Stockaders in

the game to the end.

The Lancers led just 6664
with 2:35 to play, but ran off &
14-5 streak down the stretch i«
clinch the trip o state.

Until then, every time Lineol
nview would open up & lead
Old Fort would come charging
back.

The Lancers led 40-31 2
mimzte before halftime, but Ole
Fort drilled back-to-back 3
pointers to pull within three, 40
37, at the half

Lincolaview took a nine-poind
lead, 56-47, late in the third
quarben But Old Fort was back
to within {wo points four min
utes into the last quarter.

“We felt really good when we
were only down three poinis a
halftime,” Old Fort coach Ricl
Renz zaid.

“Our goal was to go out and
get the lead by the end of th
third quarter, but Lincolnview
was too good a team to do that.”

Even with Dudgeon sitfing or
the bench with foul trouble, Lin
colnview wouldn’t let Old For
take the lead.

After three straight 10-footers
from the same spot in the lam
to put Lincolnview up 5647
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